
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 25 October 2012] 

 p7695b-7697a 
Mr Paul Miles; Mr Troy Buswell 

 [1] 

GNANGARA ROAD 
Grievance 

MR P.T. MILES (Wanneroo) [9.23 am]: My grievance is addressed to the Minister for Transport about the 
ongoing concerns I have about Gnangara Road. 

Gnangara Road is an important arterial road stretching west to east from Wanneroo Road in my electorate to 
Swan Hills in the member for Swan Hills’ electorate. In travelling the length of Gnangara Road, drivers pass 
through the Wangara light industrial estate, which is a busy area with large access roads in the suburb of 
Lansdale. As they continue over Alexander Drive, they go along a semi-rural stretch into the pine forest 
approaching Ellenbrook where several large roundabouts deal with local traffic in that area. From there they 
drive past rural properties, some roadside stalls offering local produce, past the local shopping centre and on to 
West Swan Road where it terminates. Gnangara Road, as most people know, is located in the metropolitan area, 
but from my description members can appreciate that this road is far from a normal suburban road. It is in fact a 
busy single-lane road, not a dual carriageway, from beginning to end. There is a 90-kilometre speed limit on 
much of this road, and there is no street lighting much of the way in a largely unpopulated section in the vicinity 
of the pine plantation. This lack of street lighting makes Gnangara Road particularly dangerous at night, but the 
daylight hours present other hazards, particularly the large volume of trucks using this road. Earlier this year a 
46-year-old mother of three children from Hocking in my electorate was tragically killed on Gnangara Road in a 
crash involving her car, a stolen car and a fully laden cement truck. Gnangara Road topped the RAC’s most risky 
road list in 2011. Given that there have been a number of crashes—250—on this road in the past five years, I can 
see why it has topped the list. Also on the same list, the intersection of Gnangara Road and Beechboro Road was 
voted the most risky intersection in the state. The City of Wanneroo and the City of Swan both hold 
responsibility for their particular sections of Gnangara Road. I can say that the City of Wanneroo has recently 
realigned part of Gnangara Road from Coverwood Promenade to Alexander Drive so that it now forms part of 
Ocean Reef Road. However, by joining Ocean Reef Road to Gnangara Road and not joining Gnangara Road to 
Whitfords Avenue, as was originally planned, there is now a peak-hour traffic bottleneck from Wangara to 
Edgewater every day as a result. I wonder whether the candidate for the Australian Labor Party in Wanneroo 
thought of this when he helped to approve the expenditure of this extension of Ocean Reef Road, rather than an 
upgrade to Gnangara Road. I also have to wonder about whether there was any consultation with the City of 
Joondalup about the decision. 

Getting back to Gnangara Road itself, while I congratulate the current member for Swan Hills for the safety 
upgrades he has fought for on Gnangara Road, I cannot say the same for the City of Swan. I am appalled that, 
despite the huge increase in the population since the development of Ellenbrook, the City of Swan still has not 
upgraded the most dangerous section of Gnangara Road to a dual carriageway with proper lighting. I would 
appreciate the minister’s advice on whether or not the City of Swan has put aside any funding for this much-
needed upgrade. Similarly, can the minister shed some light on why the City of Swan spent vast sums of money 
on Hepburn Avenue in Ballajura rather than on Gnangara Road? 

I find it interesting that the former ALP members of Parliament raised their concerns about traffic issues on 
Gnangara Road some years ago. Dianne Guise, the former member for Wanneroo, spoke about it in this place in 
May 2004, and the late Jaye Radisich raised it again in June 2005. These two Labor members called for action 
on Gnangara Road to no avail while the Labor government was in office. It is also interesting to note that the 
member for West Swan seems to have first raised this matter in Parliament in May 2010, despite having been 
elected in 2008. Despite the fact that she was chief of staff to the Premier of the day, nothing was done on 
Gnangara Road in the seven and a half years of the state Labor government. 

Minister, it gets better. The Labor shadow Minister for Transport, who was first elected in 1996, discovered the 
issue only 14 years later in November 2010! Obviously, 2010 was a good year on many fronts, particularly for 
details of the coming electoral redistribution. 

Minister, in closing, is there any other governing legislation that could be amended to give Main Roads Western 
Australia the ability to direct or instruct local governments or councils in certain circumstances to carry out a 
road upgrade where it is required and where it is necessary, especially when people are driving from one city to 
another city and the lack of that upgrade is impacting on the regional road infrastructure? If any sort of 
amendment can be made to the legislation or the minister can give any instruction, can he please advise the 
house on that issue? Most members in this house would have either ridden or driven on Gnangara Road. I know 
that most of our country members have and most of our city members would also have used Gnangara Road over 
many years. Many parts of the road have been patched up and I think it is about time some direction was given to 
the City of Swan to undertake a major upgrade of the road. I thank the minister for listening to my grievance to 
him. 
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MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Transport) [9.30 am]: I thank the member for Wanneroo for 
raising the issue of Gnangara Road. He raised a couple of issues but I will start with the last one first, which is 
the distinction between a state and local road. I understand why the distinction exists, having come from local 
government, as did the member, but I do not believe that motorists really care who, in theory, controls the road, 
be it the state or a local government; they just want a good road outcome. I have been focused on getting Main 
Roads Western Australia and local governments away from the long-held view that it is yours, not ours and it is 
ours, not yours when important challenges such as Gnangara Road exist. Of course, we could initiate a process to 
declare Gnangara Road a state road but ultimately upgrading the road is still an issue of funding. We can 
probably deal with Gnangara Road as a local road, as we have started to, down the eastern end. My preference in 
the case of Gnangara Road in particular, because of the way we have started it, is to work with the local 
government to see the project through. 

The member is right that there has been a significant increase in the use of Gnangara Road as the population of 
Ellenbrook and the surrounding suburbs has grown. I get my suits dry-cleaned at Stannards Drycleaners in 
Subiaco, and Debbie, who often serves me — 

Ms M.M. Quirk: You’ve jumped ship from Spotless. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I did, due to proximity matters. Debbie is from Ellenbrook and she drives to work through 
Gnangara Road and down Alexander Drive every day. She was pleased with the flyover at Alexander Drive and 
Reid Highway, but tells me that there are still a lot of challenges on Gnangara Road. Her story would be the 
same for hundreds, if not thousands, of people who use that road. 
The member for Wanneroo is correct: there have been changes to not only the alignment of the western end of 
Gnangara Road and its linkages into Ocean Reef Road, but also there is a clear distinction at Alexander Drive off 
the dual section where the balance of the road is a single lane. I can inform the house that, as I understand it, the 
City of Swan has decided to tackle this project in increments, largely because of funding issues. The first part of 
the project that it intends to do is the section between Alexander Drive and Beechboro Road. I imagine that 
would deal with the intersection of Beechboro Road that the member referred to. That is a $10 million project. 
The City of Swan has had $6.6 million of funding approved out of the Metropolitan Regional Road Group. That 
is 27 per cent of the licence money that the state collects and passes on to local governments to spend on their 
roads through the regional road groups across the state. The City of Swan has committed the other one-third—
$3.3 million—to that project. I was there with the member for Swan Hills a little while ago and the city advised 
us that it is doing the detailed design. In some areas, even though it looks straightforward, there are 
complications with the service relocation and some intersection designs. In theory, work on that part of the road 
is underway, although it does seem to be taking a while to get off the ground. 
The member for Wanneroo is correct that the member for Swan Hills has been very persistent about urging the 
government to spend some money at the other end of Gnangara Road closer to Ellenbrook. I have not been to 
any other piece of road more often than I have been to Gnangara Road to look at those issues. We are funding 
the much-needed upgrade at Drumpellier Drive and Gnangara Road. Work is underway there, which is a great 
outcome. We are also dualling the relatively short section of Gnangara Road between Drumpellier Drive and 
Pinaster Parade. That will fix the intersections in the immediate entry to and exit from Ellenbrook. As an aside, 
we are also putting a significant amount of money into upgrading the Lord Street and Reid Highway intersection 
at the southern end of that precinct. Further west there was a terrible fatality—all fatalities are terrible—at the 
intersection of West Swan Road and Gnangara Road. In partnership with the City of Swan, we have provided 
just over $1 million to enable the City of Swan to place a roundabout at that intersection. Ultimately, that was the 
City of Swan’s road design choice. I think that the roundabout, in part, was needed to provide safe access for 
people who have a property and a church, if I recall, further east between that intersection and the river, 
effectively. Again, I have met with those people. 

Between Alexander Drive in the west and West Swan Road in the east work certainly is occurring at the two 
critical intersections of Drumpellier Drive and West Swan Road and work is being done to dual a little piece of 
road between Pinaster Parade and Drumpellier Drive. I understand that the City of Swan is progressing with the 
$10 million dualling of the road between Beechboro Road and Alexander Drive. Of course, there is still a big 
chunk in the middle and we are in ongoing discussions with the City of Swan to get an accurate costing and time 
line for that project. The member for Wanneroo is correct when he says that there may be some significant 
benefits to effectively do that entire stretch between Drumpellier Drive and Alexander Drive as one job lot. It 
would seem odd to have to come back and have three bites of the cherry. We are working with the City of Swan 
on that now. That would pick up on the works the City of Swan intends to do between Beechboro Road and 
Alexander Drive. At the same time, we need to deal with the very eastern section of Gnangara Road, which will 
be the section between Pinaster Parade east through to West Swan Road. 
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In answer to the member’s grievance, Gnangara Road is a very busy road. It is an unusual road to travel down 
because the western end is dualled and the eastern end, which is probably more heavily used, is not dualled. We 
are addressing some of the critical intersections as we work through what needs to be done, ably supported by 
the member for Swan Hills. It would be fair to say that we have a good working relationship with the City of 
Swan to deliver those road improvements. 
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